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ESTATE PLANNING IS 
FOR EVERYONE 
Basic Planning for Your Family 
Every adult should have an Advance Directive for Healthcare.  This document names an 
agent, such as a family member or a friend, who is empowered to make medical decisions 
for you if you were to become unable to communicate those decisions yourself due to an 
accident or illness.  This document also provides guidance to your agent about your end of 
life preferences.  An Advance Directive can be crafted to reflect your religious values. 

Adults should also consider having a Durable Power of Attorney.  This document 
empowers a trusted person to serve as your agent and to make decisions about your 
property.  If, due to an accident or illness, you were unable to manage your affairs, the 
agent you name here would be able to use your money to pay your bills, to handle your 
taxes, and even manage your business.  The authority in a Power of Attorney can be 
extremely powerful; special care should be given when choosing an agent. 

A Will, a Trust, or both will be needed to create a plan for the distribution of your assets 
after your death.  Your specific situation will guide which documents are right for you.  
Unlike a will, a trust can also enable someone else to care for your assets during your 
lifetime, similar to a power of attorney.  A will, however, has the additional function of 
providing instructions on the care of your minor children if you were to pass away.  An 
attorney can help you determine which is best for your needs.  Regardless of which 
documents you use, it is important that your plan reflect your values and intentions.  
Without a will or trust, your assets will flow to your heirs according to state law, regardless 
of your intentions. 

Beneficiary Designations on your retirement accounts and insurance policies are an 
important and often overlooked part of your estate plan.  These designations should be 
synchronized with your will or trust to properly direct these assets to your intended 
beneficiary. 

For persons with minor children, a Designation of Standby Guardian provides a trusted 
friend or family member with the authority to take temporary custody of your minor 
children if you are medically unable to care for them due to an injury or sudden illness.   
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Services and Fees 
The Law Office of Stephen Weyer provides estate planning services to Atlanta-area families 
and individuals regardless of their wealth or income.  Planning services are offered on a flat 
fee basis; consulting services are offered on an hourly basis.  We are happy to work out 
special arrangements to make estate planning affordable to you, including extended 
payment plans and reduced fees for low-income clients.   

Estate planning doesn’t have to be confusing or intimidating.  We are committed to 
working with you to create a plan that you understand, that reflects your values, and that 
provides you peace of mind.  

 

About Stephen Weyer, Esq. 
Before beginning his work as an estate planner and counselor, Steve spent several years as 
a litigator in New York City.  As a student at Emory's School of Law, Steve was a Robert W. 
Woodruff Fellow and president of the Emory Public Interest Committee. 

Prior to law school Steve spent three years directing a soup kitchen and homeless shelter.  
These days he participates in a number of volunteer programs in and around Atlanta, 
including Lawyers for Equal Justice, the Fulton County Housing Court Assistance Center, 
Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation, the Atlanta Legal Aid Society, the Georgia Heirs 
Property Law Center, Georgia Legal Services, and the Start:ME program at Emory's 
Goizueta Business School. 

Steve is a member of the American Bar Association, the Fiduciary Law Section of the 
Georgia Bar, the Atlanta Bar Association's Probate and Planning Section, and the Emory 
University Planned Giving Advisory Board.   

In addition to his law degree, Steve has a master's degree in theology.  

Steve and his wife live in DeKalb County.  They are members of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church in the Old Fourth Ward of Atlanta, where he serves on the pastoral council. 
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