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This is Legal Information – not Legal Advice.

If  you need legal advice, you should contact an attorney.



Communicate!



Document Timeline

During Life
• Advance Directive for Health Care (ADHC)
• Financial Power of  Attorney (POA)

After Death
• Will

(Certain Trusts can span both life and death and can serve as a supplement to a POA and Will)



Advance Directives



Advance Directive for Health Care

• Name an Agent and Backup Agents

• Identify End of  Life Treatment Preferences



Advance Directive for Health Care
-Agent Authority-

• Admission or discharge from hospital, nursing facility, etc.

• Decisions about health care treatment

• Agent is authorized to contract for any health care services and obligate the 
Principal to pay for them

• Agent CANNOT make decisions about psychosurgery, sterilization, or involuntary 
hospitalization for mental or emotional illness, developmental disease, or addiction.



Advance Directive for Health Care
-Agent Authority-

• Advance Directive provides direction and authority for some after-
death issues
• Autopsy
• Organ donation
• Final disposition of  body

• Can also nominate a Guardian



Advance Directive for Health Care
-End of  Life Treatment Preferences-

• Treatment Conditions
• Terminal condition (e.g., end-stage cancer)
• Permanent unconsciousness (e.g., coma)

• Treatment Preferences
• Extend life for as long as possible
• Allow death to occur
• Specific preferences (fluids, nutrition, ventilator, CPR)

• Additional Preferences



Advance Directive for Health Care
Catholic Version

• Approved by the Archdiocese of  Atlanta

• Stipulates an Anointing of  the Sick

• Limits end-of-life treatment preference options provided 
in the statutory form to those prescribed by Catholic 
teaching



Durable Power of  Attorney



Durable Power of  Attorney

• Name an Agent and Backup Agents
• Decision-making authority is concurrent with the Principal’s own authority

• Identify scope of  authority
• Extremely powerful documents; both subtle and complex

• Highly customizable, but risk losing acceptance with too many changes

• Authority can start immediately or upon a triggering event



Wills & Trusts



Wills

• Distribution of  assets after death
• Specific bequests (“I want my walnut desk to go to my nephew, John.”)

• Residuary bequest (“The balance of  my estate should go in equal shares to my 
children”)

• Testamentary Guardianship and Conservatorship of  Minors

• Testamentary Trust



Trusts

• Management and distribution of  assets both during life and after death

• Requires assets to be properly titled

• Many different varieties and purposes – some are basic and some are 
extremely sophisticated.

• For many people, a revocable trust may be a useful supplement to a will; be 
cautious about irrevocable trusts.



Additional Documents



Beneficiary Designations

• A lot of  people forget about these.
• Don’t forget your contingent beneficiaries.

• Insurance and retirement accounts

• An attorney, financial planner, or representative from the retirement or 
insurance company can assist you in the right wording



Instructions and Information

• Consider creating a binder with information that would be useful if  someone 
were trying to sort out your life and step in to care for you or your children

• Contact information for doctors, tutors, coaches, and family members

• Allergy and immunization records

• Copies of  the designation of  standby guardian

• Copies of  advance directive for healthcare

• Etc.



Charitable Giving



Charitable Giving

• Gifts during lifetime

• Directed gifts in will or trust

• Contingent beneficiary in will or trust

• Beneficiary designations (retirement accounts, life insurance)

• Sophisticated gifts (CRAT, CRUT, CLAT, CLUT, charitable annuities, etc.)



Resources and Final Thoughts



Resources

• Charitable Giving: Catholic Foundation – www.cfnga.org 
• End of  Life Planning: Now and at the Hour of  Our Death
• End of  Life Decision-Making: Georgia Health Decisions –

www.critical-conditions.org
• Catholic Medical Ethics: Kevin O’Neil & Peter Black, Life, Death, and 

Catholic Medical Choices
• General Estate Planning: Deborah Jacobs, Estate Planning Smarts



Other Things to Know

• COMMUNICATE!  Let your loved ones understand your goals and values; explain 
your end-of-life preferences to your agent and your family; tell your family why you 
have planned your estate in the manner you did.

• Never sign documents you don’t understand.  This goes double for documents that 
require witnesses or notaries.

• Always remember that you have control over who you choose to be your agent, 
your trustee, your standby guardian, or other role.  Think about who you believe will 
be loyal, responsible, honest, and reliable.

• Time is your most valuable asset.





Thank you

Stephen Weyer

Cohen & Caproni, LLC
750 Hammond Drive – Building 7, Suite 200
Atlanta, Georgia 30328

404-252-8080

sweyer@cohenandcaproni.com
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